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1. Describe your overall goals and approach to address identified community 
issues, needs, and interests through your station’s vital local services, such as 
multiplatform long and short-form content, digital and in-person engagement, 
education services, community information, partnership support, and other 
activities, and audiences you reached or new audiences you engaged. 
 

WKSU continues to be involved and connected to several successful initiatives related 
to reaching out to underserved audiences.  Each of these initiatives are significant 
because WKSU is Ohio’s largest, most listened to public radio outlet, broadcasting on 
its main station, four repeater stations and one translator station.  The combined radio 
signal reaches all, or part of 22 counties in Northeast and North Central Ohio as well as 
parts of Western Pennsylvania. WKSU coverage area has a population of nearly four 
million residents with free access to WKSU and our HD channels.  Examples of a 
number of initiatives follow: 

 
In FY 15, WKSU sponsored one of Cleveland’s most diverse festivals: The Tremont Arts 
and Cultural Festival.  “The mission of the Festival is to celebrate the cultural and artistic 
diversity of Tremont and Greater Cleveland by encouraging the artistic and cultural 
endeavors of its visual and performing artists.”   The weekend Festival is comprised of 
four categories or program areas which include:  Children’s-hands-on arts, historical, 
and educational projects; Community-area non-profit organizations presenting material 
about their mission and services; cultural food sales by Tremont churches, other non-
profit organizations and Tremont restaurants reflecting the ethnic diversity of the 
neighborhood; and sales of paintings, sculpture, jewelry, ceramics, and photographs 
created by Tremont and Northeast Ohio artists. 

 
WKSU’s news coverage this year focused on local government, politics, police reform, 
fracking, the International Gay Games, the 40th anniversary of the fall of Saigon, 
although other dominant themes included education, science and the arts.  
 
Updated content and features were added to the station’s website throughout the year.  
Features on WKSU.org included extensive coverage on The International Gay Games 
in Akron and Cleveland, of police reform in Akron and Cleveland, a series on the 40th 
anniversary of the fall of Saigon in collaboration with Western Reserve Public Media, 
and reporting on breaking stories, such as the sudden resignations of two different men 
holding the job of Akron Mayor, and comprehensive coverage of the not guilty verdict of 
a Cleveland police officer accused of shooting two unarmed motorists following a wild 
police car chase through the city. There are web areas for the “Exploradio” series on 
science and innovation and “Quick Bites” on food-related topics. The station continued 
its involvement with community events by adding arts and cultural events to the station’s 
Artslink feature and Hot Picks – ten fun things to do in the region each week. These 
website features are also enhanced with e-mail and social media components. 
 
We have updated the station’s Folk Alley mobile app to provide increased access to on-
demand content from Folk Alley in a mobile environment and are finalizing updates to 
the WKSU mobile app which is now in beta test that will provide enhanced news 
content, access to public radio podcast content, and increased visibility for the station’s 
social media. 



 
We use our Main Street Studio at the Akron News Bureau to further our local, state, and 
national news coverage because of the studio’s close proximity to the Federal Building 
as well as City of Akron and County of Summit government offices, court houses, etc. 
 
WKSU's news coverage focused on key areas this year: 

• The impact of oil and gas drilling on the economic, environmental and social 
fabric of our region.  

• The intersection of innovation, research and business in Northeast Ohio. 
• The faces and the sounds of the arts including musicians, public art and the 

food scene in the towns and cities of our region. 
• Social justice issues throughout our region, including race relations, 

police/community relations and police reforms. 
• The aspirations, economics, and inspirations of the LGBTQ community in 

Northeast Ohio, including greater awareness and understanding of issues 
related to diversity in our region. This reporting included extensive coverage 
leading up to and during the week-long 2014 International Gay Games in 
Cleveland.  

• The sudden resignation of not one, but two Akron mayors and the beginning of 
our coverage for the mayoral race coming up next year. 

• Race relations in our region including on-going coverage of the police officer 
charged with shooting two unarmed motorists after a police car chase through 
Cleveland. 

• Cleveland’s winning bid for the Republican National Convention and 
subsequent preparations through the city. 
 

In the coming year, we plan to continue and to explore further the following topics: 
• Examining attempts to improve relationships between police, the legal system 

and the communities they serve, via recruiting, training, and oversight. 
• Insuring listeners have an opportunity to understand the how often-overlooked 

local elections have a great impact on their lives. 
• National politics in the run up to an election year and local politics focusing on 

many areas including the Akron mayoral race. 
• A series on the changing face of Akron focusing on Bhutanese immigrants. 
• A series focusing on Healthcare and its changes throughout Northeast Ohio. 
• The arts in our region. 
• A look at the effect of de-hubbing of the regions airports on the people and 

business of Northeast Ohio. 
 

The station is actively pursuing updates to both the WKSU and Folk Alley web sites to 
incorporate a responsive design which works equally well on desktop, tablet, and phone 
sized devices while providing a better opportunity for listeners and members to find and 
discover relevant content on each site. 
 
WKSU is planning to host multiple audience engagement events called Community 
Conversations at various locations throughout Northeast Ohio. The purpose of these 
events will be to determine issues of importance to the listeners in our coverage area 
and find out what we should be covering in terms of news and information 
programming.    



 
2. Describe key initiatives and the variety of partners with whom you collaborated, 

including other public media outlets, community nonprofits, government 
agencies, educational institutions, the business community, teachers and 
parents, etc. This will illustrate the many ways you’re connected across the 
community and engaged with other important organizations in the area. 
 

The News Department, in cooperation with WCPN (public radio affiliate in Cleveland, 
Ohio), and WOSU (public radio affiliate in Columbus, Ohio), continued a joint project 
called “StateImpact Ohio: Eye on Education.” This was the first of eight collaborative 
stations with NPR to be approved and up-and-running. The on-line and on-air reporting 
has been picked up by local newspapers, the entire public radio network in Ohio, public 
radio stations in surrounding states and NPR as well. Although, NPR wound down its 
support of StateImpact, three Ohio stations, including WKSU chose to maintain it at full 
strength. It remains a key source of education reporting in our state.  
 
WKSU has an ongoing commitment to working with WCPN, our public radio colleagues 
in Cleveland to insure the broadest coverage for our listeners. This includes 
StateImpact mentioned above, and the Statehouse News Bureau bringing WKSU 
listeners news from our capitol in Columbus, OH. We also collaborate with WVIZ public 
television station in Cleveland as our reporter ML Schultze participates in a weekly 
public affairs panel broadcast on radio and television.  
 
In April and May the WKSU news team partnered with our colleagues at Western 
Reserve Public Media in a project about The Fall of Saigon in 1975. The series included 
pieces that aired on 45/49 television and WKSU. It had a web component as well.  
 
WKSU has continued its in-depth reporting on gay issues in Ohio including greater 
awareness and understanding of issues related to diversity in our region.  

 
WKSU prides itself on being an integral part of Northeast Ohio. Not only does WKSU 
provide a public radio service, but it also takes pride in being a visible force in the 
community with WKSU staff members participating in various community related 
activities. Our senior reporter/digital editor is past-president of the Akron Press Club and 
past-president of the Ohio Associated Press Media Editors. We also regularly speak to 
community groups, ranging from the Akron Women’s Club to the Canton Early College 
Program, and speak with groups of high school and college students. WKSU staff 
members—including reporters, on-air hosts, classical music hosts, development 
professionals, and administrators—supported cultural arts organizations by serving as 
WKSU representatives at events such as EarthFest held at the Cuyahoga County 
Fairgrounds in Cleveland, Canton First Friday in Stark County and Art in the Park in 
Portage County. On an ongoing basis, WKSU staff also provide personal tours for 
service organizations such as the Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Leadership Portage County, 
etc.  
 
WKSU continues to be a strong supporter of arts and cultural organizations and events 
throughout the region by offering promotional assistance for institutions such as The 
Cleveland Orchestra, The Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Apollo's Fire - 
Cleveland's Baroque Orchestra, the Akron Art Museum, the Canton Museum of Art, 
Magical Theatre Company (a theatre group for young audiences), Cuyahoga Valley 



National Park and many others. WKSU has hosted events for the Cleveland 
International Film Festival, Tremont Arts & Cultural Festival and Downtown@Dusk. 
Attendance at these activities in communities throughout WKSU’s 22-county listening 
area was a strong reinforcement for the positive work being done by arts organizations 
throughout the region. 
 
WKSU is also the home of FolkAlley.com, a streaming music service featuring folk, 
Americana and roots artists. Folk Alley, which launched in September 2003, offers live-
streaming music over the Internet 24 hours a day, as well as a weekly two-hour 
program that is syndicated nationally. Because of its Internet home, Folk Alley has 
become a global force for the preservation and promotion of tradition-based music and 
has found its way to a worldwide audience made up of multiple generations and ethnic 
heritages. Folk Alley’s 24-hour music stream can be accessed from FolkAlley.com, 
NPR.org, iTunes, Live365 and other streaming sites. 
 
Along with Folk Alley audio content, the site features written criticism and artist profiles 
in a blog and exclusive Folk Alley Sessions performance videos produced by Folk Alley 
in Kent, Ohio, and Saranac Lake, New York, as well as remote recordings from festivals 
across North America. Folk Alley also posts regularly on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter, sharing performance content, folk music news and links to FolkAlley.com blog 
posts. Sessions videos and Folk Alley artist reviews are often shared with NPR for the 
NPR Music website. 
 
Since 1996, the annual WKSU Hunger Challenge has been an opportunity for WKSU to 
help address an important social need. The FCC does not permit WKSU to raise funds 
for another non-profit agency, all money pledged during the Hunger Challenge benefits 
WKSU’s programming fund. But more importantly, these pledges initiate a dollar-for-
dollar match for food banks throughout the region. Pledge calls made to WKSU during 
designated hours trigger matching dollars that are donated by area companies.  
 
Corporations benefit through the cause-related marketing on WKSU and through their 
donation to meet hunger needs in Northeast Ohio.  WKSU benefits by securing needed 
programming dollars while throwing a spotlight on the issue of hunger. Representatives 
from the three regional food banks involved with the Challenge are on-air guests during 
pledging, raising awareness of their organizations and missions. Links to the food banks 
are also included on the WKSU web site. WKSU’s Hunger Challenge raised more than 
$216,792 for the Akron-Canton Regional Food Bank, Greater Cleveland Food Bank, 
and Second-Harvest Food Bank of North Central Ohio. 
 
WKSU’s mission statement states that “WKSU creates a shared civic and cultural life 
that connects communities through a diverse mix of media and that extends the 
heritage of Kent State University.” Based on the above criterion, it is evident that as the 
largest FM signal in Ohio, reaching 22 Ohio counties and parts of Western 
Pennsylvania; WKSU truly connects and reaches out to constituents in the Northeast 
Ohio region.  

 
3. What impact did your key initiatives and partnerships have in your community? 

Describe any known measurable impact, such as increased awareness, learning 
or understanding about particular issues. Describe indicators of success, such as 
connecting people to needed resources or strengthening conversational ties 



across diverse neighborhoods. Did a partner see an increase in requests for 
related resources? Please include direct feedback from a partner(s) or from a 
person(s) served. 
 

As an active part of the Kent State University community, WSKU continued several 
initiatives to connect with students.  
 
The station has also long-played a role as a real-world educational experience. WKSU 
recruits Kent State journalism and communication students to work at WKSU while 
completing their degrees, this gives students the chance to develop real and marketable 
skills – such as gathering and producing news reports – while working alongside station 
professionals. These jobs at WKSU create a solid building block for the next generation 
to learn in a setting that enhances their education and can be used as a catalyst for 
their careers. This association with students also gives staff members a glimpse into 
rising trends and the minds of younger consumers.  

 
While most of the KSU students work in the award-winning WKSU newsroom, there are 
also interns learning about public relations, communications and music radio production 
in their positions. WKSU encourages hands-on learning and often has student interns 
participate in the day-to-day functions of the station.  
 
The station also hosts a graduate student who is paid through the Walton D. Clarke 
Fellowship. This scholarship is a partnership with the Kent State School of Journalism to 
give a graduate student a two-year experience with hands-learning at the radio station.  

 
NPR guests are retained for public speaking engagements at the Akron Press Club and 
the Akron Roundtable on their visits. Because WKSU encourages learning, giving 
journalism students access to NPR professionals is one way that WKSU strives to bring 
the experienced world of journalism and radio to local young people in our community. 
We speak with high school and college classes, and work with arts groups in Northeast 
Ohio.  
 
On a less formal educational note, WKSU also hosts dozens of tour groups each year, 
guiding school children, scouts, and others through the broadcast center and studios. 
The building’s ADA compliance makes it easy to accommodate visitors with disabilities. 
 

4. Please describe any efforts (e.g. programming, production, engagement 
activities) you have made to investigate and/or meet the needs of minority and 
other diverse audiences (including, but not limited to, new immigrants, people for 
whom English is a second language and illiterate adults) during Fiscal Year 
2015, and any plans you have made to meet the needs of these audiences 
during Fiscal Year 2016. If you regularly broadcast in a language other than 
English, please note the language broadcast. 

 
WKSU staff serves on a range of community boards and activities, including the 
Cleveland International Film Festival, the Akron Area Arts Alliance, the JMC 
professional advisory board, and boards ranging from arts to religious organizations to 
PTAs.  
 



WKSU continued its in-depth reporting on LGBTQ issues in Ohio culminating in the 
coverage of the 2014 International Gay Games in Cleveland, and including the 
Supreme Court decision to allow gay marriage.  
 
As a station, WKSU helps support arts and cultural organizations throughout Northeast 
Ohio by joining with community partners to promote events including: the Cleveland 
International Film Festival, the Cleveland Orchestra’s Blossom Festival, the Tremont 
Arts & Cultural Festival, the Cain Park Concert Series, Art by the Falls, EarthFest, 
Kent’s Art in the Park, the Akron Symphony and Tuesday Musical season concerts, and 
others. 
 
Folk Alley makes a conscious effort to regularly include music performed by minority 
and diverse artists each hour in our stream – this included African-American artists, as 
well as World (Latin/Hispanic, Cajun, Celtic and African) music artists. 
 
WKSU and Kent State University’s School of Journalism continue to encourage student 
involvement at WKSU in employment/internship positions.  The goal is to provide 
hands-on learning opportunities to individuals who are interested in pursuing some 
aspect of the journalism field (print, online, broadcast journalism, etc.). 
 
Because of the training and on-the-job opportunities students working in the newsroom 
get, these positions are increasingly accepted by the college of Journalism and Mass 
Communications as formal internships for majors ranging from magazine to photo 
journalism. 
 
A central philosophy at WKSU is that listeners should come away from all programming 
with more information than when they turned on their radios, therefore, news reports 
often present new information to the audience and an effort is made to add extra details 
– including images, links and video – to story web pages. The station primarily plays 
music of two underserved genres, (evening classical music and folk music via 
FolkAlley.com), so each broadcast is an opportunity to educate listeners on music 
history and expand their knowledge of roots-based and classical artists. Away from the 
studios, many WKSU staff members teach college journalism classes, participate on 
public forum panels, and lecture on classical music in a continuing education setting. 
Folk Alley often posts commentary on the FolkAlley.com InFolkUs blog and news and 
artist background via Facebook and Twitter. 
 

5. Please assess the impact that your CPB funding had on your ability to serve your 
community. What were you able to do with your grant that you wouldn't be able to 
do if you didn't receive it? 

 
Support from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting via this grant enables WKSU to 
reach a 22-county area in Northeast and North Central Ohio and parts of Western 
Pennsylvania, allowing our station to access and provide public radio service to 
communities and regions that extend far beyond our main broadcast facility in Kent, 
Ohio. Without CPB funding, WKSU would not have such a broad reach – WKSU has 
the largest FM signal in the state of Ohio.  Without the CPB grant, WKSU could not 
purchase high-quality programming from National Public Radio, Public Radio 
International, and American Public Media. In addition, without the CPB grant, WKSU 



would not have been able to bring additional HD channels to our community, providing 
24-7 folk and classical services on yet another platform within our region. 
 
The CPB grant also helps WKSU extend its reach through the news. Northeast Ohio is 
a diverse region, and although that diversity is a strength in our region, it can also be 
perceived as a weakness as disparate communities struggle to connect with each other. 
Many times, WKSU is the glue among those communities because our station and its 
news service helps people recognize their connection to each other. It is a point of pride 
for WKSU that our station takes a regional approach to covering the news – an 
approach that no other Northeast Ohio media can claim. In addition to WKSU’s main 
news bureau at the Kent broadcast facility, our station has news studios and reporters 
in three of the four major cities in our region (Akron, Canton, and Cleveland). 
 
CPB funding helps Folk Alley fulfill its goal of providing listeners with access to a 
musical art form that would otherwise be limited or non-existent. This is accomplished 
through our 24-7 hosted stream; our ‘Live from Folk Alley’ online concert series, our in-
studio interviews and performances, specialty side streams, and more. Our goal is to 
provide quality folk music to listeners who have no listening options, and to enhance the 
listening options to people with limited opportunities to hear this music. 

 
Many other organizations have recognized WKSU’s accomplishments, particularly as 
related to the news and to reaching into communities to cover important community 
issues. WKSU’s journalistic excellence is demonstrated by the countless awards 
presented to the station and staff by local regional and national organizations. 2015 
WKSU Awards include:   
 
Radio-Television News Directors Association—Regional Murrow Awards 
• Sports Reporting, Jeff St. Clair—“Sports Training and Knee Injuries in Girls” 
 
Ohio Professional Writers, Inc—Communications Contest 
• First Place-Prepared Report, M.L. Schultze—“Goodyear Christens the Next 

Generation of Airship” 
• First Place-Special Programming, Amanda Rabinowitz—“Heroin: Big Trouble in a 

Small Town” 
• First Place- College Writing, Features, Lyndsey Schley—“Goodyear Recruits 

Thousands of Vets” 
• Second Place-Prepared Report, Amanda Rabinowitz—“Gay Games Rodeo: 

Changing Stereotypes” 
• Third Place-Prepared Report, Jeff St. Clair—“Sports Training and Knee Injuries in 

Girls” 
 

James Beard Foundation—James Beard Award 
• Finalist-Broadcast, Radio, Vivian Goodman—“Quick Bites” 
 
Ohio Associated Press—Ohio APME Awards 
• First Place-General Excellence, WKSU Staff 
• First Place-Best Reporter, Tim Rudell 
• First Place-Best Anchor, Amanda Rabinowitz 



• First Place-Best Breaking News, Kevin Niedermier—“Cleveland Lands the 2016 
GOP Convention” 

• First Place-Best Documentary or Series, Amanda Rabinowitz—“Heroin: Big Trouble 
in a Small Town” 

• First Place-Best Digital Presence, Chuck Poulton—“WKSU.org” 
• Second Place-Best Reporter, M.L. Schultze 
• Second Place-Use of Sound, Jeff St. Clair—“Timken Steel Uses Latest Technology” 
• Second Place-Best Breaking News, Kabir Bhatia—“United’s Hub Closing Could 

Have Silver Lining” 
• Second Place-Extraordinary Coverage of a Scheduled Event, Amanda Rabinowitz—

“Gay Games 9” 
 

Press Club of Cleveland—Ohio Excellence in Journalism Awards  
• Best in Show-Best Radio Newscast, Jeff St. Clair and Vivian Goodman—“All Things 

Considered” 
• First Place-Radio News, Tim Rudell—“Will the Ohio River Carry Fracking 

Wastewater?” 
• First Place-Best Ongoing Coverage, WKSU Staff—“Ebola Visits Ohio” 
• First Place-Public Service, Amanda Rabinowitz—“Heroin: Big Trouble in a Small 

Town” 
• First Place-In-Depth Coverage, Amanda Rabinowitz—“Gay Games 9” 
• Second Place-Best Radio News Web Site, Chuck Poulton and staff—“WKSU.org” 
• Second Place-Radio News, M.L. Schultze—“Will Northeast Ohio Host Part of the 

Missile Defense Shield?” 
• Second Place-Human Interest, M.L. Schultze—“Ida McKinley’s Tiara Comes Home” 
• Third Place-Human Interest, Kabir Bhatia—“Cleveland’s League Park is Alive Again” 
 
National Association of Black Journalists—Salute to Excellence Awards 
• Finalist-Feature, Market 16+, Jeff St. Clair—“Avoiding the ‘Talking White’ Trap” 
 
National Federation of Press Women—Communications Contest 
• First Place-Prepared Report, Radio, M.L. Schultze—“Goodyear Christens Its Next 

Generation of Airships” 
• First Place-Special Programming, Radio, Amanda Rabinowitz—“Heroin: Big Trouble 

in a Small Town” 
• First Place-Feature Writing, Collegiate, Lyndsey Schley—“Goodyear Recruits 

Thousands of Vets” 
 
Society of Professional Journalists-Ohio Chapter—SPJ Awards 
• Best in Show-Best Reporter, Tim Rudell 
• First Place-Best Environment Reporting, Tim Rudell—“Will the Ohio River Carry 

Fracking Wastewater?” 
• First Place-Best Medical/Science Reporting, Jeff St. Clair—“Exploradio: Sports 

Training and Knee Injuries in Girls” 
• First Place-Best Enterprise Reporting, Amanda Rabinowitz—“Heroin: Big Trouble in 

a Small Town” 
• First Place-Best Sports Reporting, Amanda Rabinowitz—“Gay Games 9” 
• First Place-Best Consumer Reporting, Kevin Niedermier—“Historic Ohio Hotel Looks 

at Change” 



• First Place-Best General Assignment Reporting, Kabir Bhatia—“United Hub Closure 
in Cleveland Could Have Silver Lining” 

• Second Place-Best Spot News, Tim Rudell—“Utica Fractionator Eases Propane 
Shortage” 

• Second Place-Best Minority Issues Reporting, Jeff St. Clair—“Avoiding the ‘Talking 
White’ Trap” 

• Second Place-Best General Assignment Reporting, Kevin Niedermier—“ Cleveland 
Lands the 2016 GOP Convention” 

• Second Place-Best Criminal Justice Reporting, WKSU Staff—“Tamir Rice Shooting” 
• Second Place-Best Website, Chuck Poulton—“WKSU.org” 
 
 


